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“Among our old or ancient trees the peach was the favourite of the whole house on
account of the fruit it gave us in February and March, also later, in April and May,
when what we called our winter peach ripened. Peach, quince, and cherry were the



three favourite fruit trees in the colonial times, and all three were found in some of
the quintas or orchards of the old estancia houses. We had a score of quince trees,
with thick gnarled trunks and old twisted branches like rams' horns, but the peach
trees numbered about four to five hundred and grew well apart from one another,
and were certainly the largest I have ever seen. Their size was equal to that of the
oldest and largest cherry trees one sees in certain favoured spots in Southern
England, where they grow not in close formation but wide apart with ample room for
the branches to spread on all sides.”
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“Only I know that mine is an exceptional case, that the visible world is to me more
beautiful and interesting than to most persons, that the delight I experienced in my
communings with Nature did not pass away, leaving nothing but a recollection of
vanished happiness to intensify a present pain. The happiness was never lost, but
owing to that faculty I have spoken of, had a cumulative effect on the mind and was
mine again, so that in my worst times, when I was compelled to exist shut out from
Nature in London for long periods, sick and poor and friendless, 1 could yet always
feel that it was infinitely better to be than not to be.”
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